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Introducing the leading text for the series

Colossians 1:27-29 (AMPC)
27 To whom God was pleased to make known how great for the Gentiles are the

riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ within and among you, the Hope of
[realizing the] glory.



28 Him we preach and proclaim, warning and admonishing everyone and
instructing everyone in all wisdom (comprehensive insight into the ways and
purposes of God), that we may present every person mature (full-grown, fully
initiated, complete, and perfect) in Christ (the Anointed One). 2°For this | labour
[unto weariness], striving with all the superhuman energy which He so mightily
enkindles and works within me.

Colossians 1:27-29 (AMPC)



Colossians 1:27-29 (CEV)

27 God did this because he wanted you Gentiles to understand his wonderful
and glorious mystery. And the mystery is that Christ lives in you, and he is
your hope of sharing in God’s glory. 22 We announce the message about
Christ, and we use all our wisdom to warn and teach everyone, so that all of
Christ’s followers will grow and become mature. 2° That’s why | work so hard
and use the mighty power he gives me.



e Taking responsibility and working hard for the growth and
maturity of all followers of Christ.

- Disciples of Jesus are all His followers

- God has placed us in this church so that we can follow
Christ and journey with Christ and together with each other.

- Pastoral leadership desire to see disciples in this
church growing and becoming spiritually mature.
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REPENTANCE REGENERATION
AND TRANSFORMATION

Luke 19:1-10
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Luke 19:1-10 (NKJV)
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Luke 19:1-10 (NKJV)
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Introduction
a) Dramatic makeover: many disciples have seen it

b)" Discipleship model: making disciples asshown in
scriptures

= fundamental element of discipleship is follower-ship

-« Disciples follow Jesus on a dynamic lifejourney
" involving time and events. |



highly relational with Jesus and with other disciples

Christ centred and other oriented
never be self-centred
You are not done with discipleship yet?

Discipleship is for life and none of us can say that | am
done.

How then can we measure the success of our
discipleship journey?
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¢) Desired measure: measuring disciple-making
success \

e Traceable outcome is important

- outcome of discipleship journey is the transformation
of character
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* Teaching on outcome instituted early

- the desired outcome of discipleship .
» certain lifestyle

» certain character transformation
» some of which can be gleaned from Luke 6:20-42

-  starts with His famous Sermon on the Mount



The beatitudes speak of the radical lifestyle of the
disciple.

We can call Kingdom Lifestyle.

Seek first the Kingdom of God means:
» adopt Kingdom lifestyle
» cultivating Kingdom values



Matthew 6:33 (NKJV)

But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things
shall be added to you.

- simplicity is a Kingdom lifestyle

- hold the values of frugality and contentment

- Kingdom of God has certain character and the King who
rules the Kingdom is a righteous King.



righteous character
lifestyle of the Kingdom of God is very radical
Jesus taught very radical Kingdom values.

The disciples would have the character quality of
simplicity.



Luke 6 :20-23 (NKJV)
ilhenlHellifted{upiHisleyes toward His d|s0|ples and said: “=]E5X6
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Beatitudes also included righteous character qualities
(His righteousness, His character qualities).

Righteous character formation would include:
» character qualities in terms of simplicity (as we have

mentioned above)

» being gracious, merciful, forgiving, peaceful,
generous, kind and loving



Luke 6/: 27-38/(NKJV)
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¢ Therefore be merciful;justasiyour;Eather;alsolis merciful. 37Z¢Judgeinot; and

you'shallinot be judged. Condemn-no and.you shal ﬁIit[}E s Forgive,




d) Learning from the discipleship of Zacchaeus

e Starting point of character formation: imperfections and
identity

- considered as a person of disrepute

- rejected by society at large

- Rejection was probably suffered by him all his life,
from his childhood.



physical imperfection
probably very loud and very boastful

to compensate his imperfection

Certain imperfections expose us to great pain in life,
especially in our growing up years as a child.

shaped some of our character traits



identity in the tax collectors community

influenced the formation of his character traits and
values.

entire tax collectors community was rejected by the
Jewish population



Luke 5 :27-32 (NKJV) ik
NEHOEGIIEE Helwentloutlandisaw/al tax I EELIPLECCHESY, sitting atithe
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~said to them “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who
are sick. 321 have not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance.”



To this community of tax collectors, Zacchaeus felt
belonged and found his sense of belonging.

gnawing need in his heart for love, acceptance and
peace with God
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Luke 19 : 2-3/(NKJV)
Now/behold; there was a man named Zacchaeus whoiwas alchiefitaxicollector,
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tched by his desire to

seek and to save that which was los




Matthew 7 : 7-11 (NKJV)
“Ask, and it will be giventoiyou; seek and’you willifind; knock;andlitiwill'be
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Our imperfections sharpen our deep need for healing and
acceptance.

Our sense of rejection in life will draw us'to the
unconditional acceptance by Jesus.

Our desire for a sense of belonging will lead us to the
family of God and the Kingdom God.

To these we shall belong and from these we ‘shall enjoy
our sense of belonging.






