
Right Time, 
Right Person? 

Elder Melvin Gan 
7 April 2019 

Luke 8 : 41-56 

Elder Melvin Gan 

21 April 2019 Senior Pastor Lawrence Chua 
22 March 2020 



Right Time, 
Right Person? 

Elder Melvin Gan 
7 April 2019 

Luke 8 : 41-56 

Elder Melvin Gan 

21 April 2019 

Matthew 24 : 3-31 (NKJV) 

The Signs of the Times and the End of the Age 
3 Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples 
came to Him privately, saying, “Tell us, when will 
these things be?  And what will be the sign of Your 
coming, and of the end of the age?”  4 And Jesus 
answered and said to them: “Take heed that no one 
deceives you.  5 For many will come in My name, 
saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will deceive many. 6 And 
you will hear of wars and rumours of wars.  



Right Time, 
Right Person? 

Elder Melvin Gan 
7 April 2019 

Luke 8 : 41-56 

Elder Melvin Gan 

21 April 2019 

See that you are not troubled; for all these things 
must come to pass, but the end is not yet.  7 For nation 
will rise against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom.  And there will be famines, pestilences 
(pestilence: a deadly or virulent epidemic disease), 
and earthquakes in various places.  8 All these are the 
beginning of sorrows.  9 “Then they will deliver you up 
to tribulation and kill you, and you will be hated by all 
nations for My name’s sake.  10 And then many will be 
offended, will betray one another, and will hate one 
another.  
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11 Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive 
many.  12 And because lawlessness will abound, the 
love of many will grow cold.  13 But he who endures to 
the end shall be saved.  14 And this gospel of the 
kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness 
to all the nations, and then the end will come. 
15 “Therefore when you see the ‘abomination of 
desolation,’ spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing 
in the holy place” (whoever reads, let him 
understand), 16 “then let those who are in Judea flee 
to the mountains.  
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17 Let him who is on the housetop not go down to take 
anything out of his house.  18 And let him who is in the 
field not go back to get his clothes.  19 But woe to 
those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing 
babies in those days!  20 And pray that your flight may 
not be in winter or on the Sabbath.  21 For then there 
will be great tribulation, such as has not been since 
the beginning of the world until this time, no, nor ever 
shall be.  22 And unless those days were shortened, no 
flesh would be saved; but for the elect’s sake those 
days will be shortened.  
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23 “Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the 
Christ!’ or ‘There!’ do not believe it.  24 For false christs 
and false prophets will rise and show great signs and 
wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect.  25 See, 
I have told you beforehand.  26 “Therefore if they say 
to you, ‘Look, He is in the desert!’ do not go out; or 
‘Look, He is in the inner rooms!’ do not believe it. 
27 For as the lightning comes from the east and flashes 
to the west, so also will the coming of the Son of Man 
be. 28 For wherever the carcass is, there the eagles will 
be gathered together. 
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29 “Immediately after the tribulation of those days the 
sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its 
light; the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers 
of the heavens will be shaken.  30 Then the sign of the 
Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the 
tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the 
Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with 
power and great glory.  31 And He will send His angels 
with a great sound of a trumpet, and they will gather 
together His elect from the four winds, from one end 
of heaven to the other.       Matthew 24 : 3-31 (NKJV) 



Introduction 

a) Gloomier and messier 

b) Noisy and deafening 

 ♦ put the whole situation in perspective 

 ♦ Where is God in the situation? 

c) Measures and message 

 ♦ not attack 

 ♦ nothing to defend 



c) Measures and message 

 ♦ time to join hands and gather round the  
  Father’s table and sup with Him and listen 
  to Him 

 ♦ overwhelmed by measures that we should 
  take 

 ♦ what is the message we should hear 

 ♦ need clarity now to preserve our unity and 
  mutual trust 



Road Map 

1) Message from Christ: biblical reminder 

2) Message for the World: secular reaction 

3) Message for the Church: radical response 



1) Message from Christ: biblical reminder 

 Event: Pestilences 

 - people wonder in bewilderment 

 - But Christians should not be taken by   
  surprise  

 - link the event to the message Jesus gave  



1) Message from Christ: biblical reminder 

For nation will rise against nation, and 
kingdom against kingdom.  And there will be 
famines, pestilences (pestilence: a deadly or 
virulent epidemic disease), and earthquakes 
in various places.                                 
         Matthew 24:7 (NKJV) 



1) Message from Christ: biblical reminder 

 Effect : Pain and sorrow 

 - Jesus also described the effect of the   
  pestilences on people. 

 - great sadness and there would much pain 



1) Message from Christ: biblical reminder 

* “All these are the beginning of sorrows.”   
           Matthew 24:8 (NKJV) 

- sorrows associated to such end times as 
 “birth pangs”  



For I consider that the sufferings of this present 
time are not worthy to be compared with the 
glory which shall be revealed in us.  19 For the 
earnest expectation of the creation eagerly 
waits for the revealing of the sons of God. 20 For  
the creation was subjected to futility, not 
willingly, but because of Him who subjected it in 
hope; 21 because the creation itself also will be 
delivered from the bondage of corruption into 
the glorious liberty of the children of God.  



22 For we know that the whole creation groans and 
labours with birth pangs together until now. 23 Not 
only that, but we also who have the first-fruits of 
the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within 
ourselves, eagerly waiting for the adoption, the 
redemption of our body. 24 For we were saved in 
this hope, but hope that is seen is not hope; for 
why does one still hope for what he sees?  25 But if 
we hope for what we do not see, we eagerly wait 
for it with perseverance.   Romans 8:18-25 (NKJV) 



1) Message from Christ: biblical reminder 

 End time signs 

 - Signs are messages. 

 - The world is coming to an end. 



3 Now as He sat on the Mount of Olives, the 
disciples came to Him privately, saying, “Tell us, 
when will these things be?  And what will be the 
sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?” 
12 And because lawlessness will abound, the love 
of many will grow cold. 13 But he who endures to 
the end shall be saved. 14 And this gospel of the 
kingdom will be preached in all the world as a 
witness to all the nations, and then the end will 
come.                        Matthew 24:3, 12-14 (NKJV) 



1) Message from Christ: biblical reminder 

Christ is  
coming again 

very soon. 



30 Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear 
in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth 
will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man 
coming on the clouds of heaven with power 
and great glory.        Matthew 24:30 (NKJV) 

1) Message from Christ: biblical reminder 



- see how the world reacts to the sign / 
 message from God 

- church must know how to respond to the 
 message of God 

1) Message from Christ: biblical reminder 



2) Message for the World: secular reaction 

- end of the age is the principal message 

- implication : all the material things they toil 
 for, treasure and trust will be burned up 



2) Message for the World: secular reaction 

But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the 
night, in which the heavens will pass away with 
a great noise, and the elements will melt with 
fervent heat; both the earth and the works that 
are in it will be burned up.   2 Peter 3:10 (NKJV) 



Therefore, since all these things will be 
dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to 
be in holy conduct and godliness, 12 looking for 
and hastening the coming of the day of God, 
because of which the heavens will be dissolved, 
being on fire, and the elements will melt with 
fervent heat?  13 Nevertheless we, according to 
His promise, look for new heavens and a new 
earth in which righteousness dwells.                                 
              2 Peter 3:10-13 (NKJV) 



2) Message for the World: secular reaction 

- people should not put their trust on things in 
 the world but must place their trust in the 
 everlasting God 

- Instead, the world is simply reacting by 
 introducing all kinds of measures to fight the 
 virus. 



2) Message for the World: secular reaction 

In the midst of all the measures, 

the world has missed 

the message from God.  



2) Message for the World: secular reaction 

- ought to be shaken in their faith in the 
 material world 

- need to hear the message from the Church 



How then shall they call on Him in whom they 
have not believed?  And how shall they believe 
in Him of whom they have not heard?  And how 
shall they hear without a preacher?  15 And how 
shall they preach unless they are sent? As it is 
written:  “How beautiful are the feet of those 
who preach the gospel of peace, Who bring glad 
tidings of good things!”  
                                         Romans 10 : 14-15 (NKJV) 



2) Message for the World: secular reaction 

We must use our feet 
so that our message 

can reach those in need. 
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3) Message for the Church: radical response 

Pestilence must come but 

we must not react 

with fear and anxiety. 
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3) Message for the Church: radical response 

Jesus said: “See that you are not troubled; 
for all these things must come to pass, but the 
end is not yet.  7 For nation will rise against 
nation, and kingdom against kingdom.  And 
there will be famines, pestilences (pestilence: a 
deadly or virulent epidemic disease), and 
earthquakes in various places.  8 All these are the 
beginning of sorrows.”   Matthew 24 : 6-8 (NKJV) 
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3) Message for the Church: radical response 

See that you are not troubled in your heart,  

not frightened (AMP), 

not alarmed (NIV), 

not disturbed (Darby), 

not panicking (NLT). 
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3) Message for the Church: radical response 

Our response should be radical 
because God has not given us         

a spirit of fear, but of power and 
of love and of a sound mind. 
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2 Timothy 1 : 3-7 (NKJV) 
I thank God, whom I serve with a pure 
conscience, as my forefathers did, as without 
ceasing I remember you in my prayers night and 
day, 4 greatly desiring to see you, being mindful 
of your tears, that I may be filled with joy,  
5 when I call to remembrance the genuine faith 
that is in you, which dwelt first in your 
grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice, and I 
am persuaded is in you also.  
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6 Therefore I remind you to stir up the gift of God 
which is in you through the laying on of my 
hands.  7 For God has not given us a spirit of 
fear, but of power and of love and of a sound 
mind.                            2 Timothy 1 : 3-7 (NKJV) 
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 Genuine faith and the gift of God 

 - Call forth faith to arise. 

 - You do not need to ride on my faith. 

 - The genuine faith is in you! 

3) Message for the Church: radical response 
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 In the midst of panic mediate the peace 
 of  God. 

 In the presence of fear model faith in 
 God. 

 As people suffer losses minister the love 
 of  God. 

We can do 
something ! 
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 In the midst of panic mediate the peace of 
 God 

* And you will hear of wars and threats of wars, 
 but don’t panic.  Yes, these things must take 
 place, but the end won’t follow immediately. 
 7 Nation will go to war against nation, and 
 kingdom against kingdom.  There will be 
 famines, pestilences and earthquakes in many 
 parts of the world.        Matthew 24 : 6-7 (NLT) 
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Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not 
as the world gives do I give to you.  Let not your 
heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.  28 You 
have heard Me say to you, ‘I am going away and 
coming back to you.’  If you loved Me, you would 
rejoice because I said, ‘I am going to the Father,’ 
for My Father is greater than I.  29 “And now I have 
told you before it comes, that when it does come to 
pass, you may believe.  30 I will no longer talk much 
with you, for the ruler of this world is coming, and 
he has nothing in Me.           John 14 : 27-29 (NKJV) 
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These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you 
may have peace (Shalom).  In the world you will 
have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have 
overcome the world.”          John 16:33 (NKJV) 

3) Message for the Church: radical response 
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Tribulations: trouble, suffering, affliction, many 
trials and sorrows. 

- Do not focus on the Covid-19. 

- Turn your gaze upon Jesus right now. 

3) Message for the Church: radical response 



Right Time, 
Right Person? 

Elder Melvin Gan 
7 April 2019 

Luke 8 : 41-56 

Elder Melvin Gan 

21 April 2019 

But He was in the stern, asleep on a pillow.  And 
they awoke Him and said to Him, “Teacher, do 
You not care that we are perishing?” 
39 Then He arose and rebuked the wind, and said 
to the sea, “Peace, be still!” And the wind ceased 
and there was a great calm.  
         Mark 4 : 38-39 (NKJV) 

3) Message for the Church: radical response 
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3) Message for the Church: radical response 

You can mediate 

the peace of God to them. 
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These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you 
may have peace (Shalom).  In the world you will 
have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have 
overcome the world.”          John 16:33 (NKJV) 

3) Message for the Church: radical response 
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 In the presence of fear model faith in God 

* If the LORD delights in us, then He will bring us 
 into this land and give it to us, ‘a land which 
 flows with milk and honey.’  9 Only do not rebel 
 against the LORD, nor fear the people of the 
 land, for they are our bread; their protection 
 has departed from them, and the LORD is with 
 us. Do not fear them.”                                         
         Numbers 14:8-9 (NKJV) 
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Then the Lord said, “Hear what the unjust judge 
said.  7 And shall God not avenge His own elect 
who cry out day and night to Him, though He 
bears long with them?  8 I tell you that He will 
avenge them speedily.  Nevertheless, when the 
Son of Man comes, will He really find faith on the 
earth?”                                       Luke 18 : 6-8 (NKJV) 

3) Message for the Church: radical response 
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 As people suffer losses minister the love of 
 God 

 * Matthew 25:28 

 * Matthew 25:40 

 ♦ Excerpt from gov.sg (updated to 18th March 
  2020) : 

  - FAQ 
  - Answer 
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 Spirit of a sound mind 

 - sound judgement and personal discipline 

 - wise, good mind and soberness of mind 

 - act fearlessly in faith 

- act sacrificially out of love 

 - do so with discipline, sound judgement,  
  prudence and wisdom 

3) Message for the Church: radical response 
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- comply with the measures and we carry the 
 message with discipline and good balance 

- discipline involved in things to avoid doing 

- discipline required of us to keep doing certain 
 other things: 
 ♥ gathering to worship God when worship is 

  about God and not about the virus and not 
  about us 

3) Message for the Church: radical response 
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Hebrews 10 : 21-26 (NKJV) 

and having a High Priest over the house of God, 
22 let us draw near with a true heart in full  
assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled 
from an evil conscience and our bodies washed 
with pure water.  23 Let us hold fast the confession 
of our hope without wavering, for He who 
promised is faithful.  24 And let us consider one 
another in order to stir up love and good works,  
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25 not forsaking the  assembling of ourselves 
together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting 
one another, and so much the more as you see the 
Day approaching.           Hebrews 10 : 21-26 (NKJV) 



Conclusion 
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Luke 11 : 37-41 (NKJV) 
And as He spoke, a certain Pharisee asked Him to 
dine with him.  So He went in and sat down to 
eat.  38 When the Pharisee saw it, he marvelled 
that He had not first washed before dinner. 
39 Then the Lord said to him, “Now you Pharisees 
make the outside of the cup and dish clean, 
but your inward part is full of greed and 
wickedness.  
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40 Foolish ones!  Did not He who made the outside 
make the inside also?  41 But rather give alms 
of such things as you have; then indeed all things 
are clean to you.                   Luke 11 : 37-41 (NKJV) 

Matthew 24 : 12-13 (NKJV) 
And because lawlessness will abound, the love of 
many will grow cold.  13 But he who endures to 
the end shall be saved.  
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CELL MEETING DISCUSSION GUIDE 
 

1)  Reflecting on our responses to COVID-19, has our 
 main focus been on taking precautionary measures 
 or hearing the message from God? 
 

   Share any messages that you have heard from 
  God. 
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CELL MEETING DISCUSSION GUIDE 
 

2) The message for the Church: radical responsibility 
 *  In the midst of panic mediate the peace of God. 
 *  In the presence of fear model faith in God 
 *  As people suffer losses minister the love of   
  God. 
 

  This is the season to ask for more of the peace 
  of God, faith in God and the love of God.  

  Take time to pray in small groups. 


